
 

 

Goodbye St Paul! 

Seeing God’s will in action has been a very surreal experience. I’ve been praying for God to lead 
me and direct me. As we all do we often think we know what's going on. I thought God’s will was 
for me to stay here at St Paul. Instead, He has given me a place to go and serve the Lord with 
gladness, and for that I am eternally grateful. 

Being a son of the congregation has had many blessings, and only a few downsides. One of them is 
it’s exceedingly difficult to leave. This is where all of the important dates of my life have 
happened. I was baptized, catechized, confirmed, ordained, and married here. My parents and 
grandparents were married here, and both of my daughters were born and baptized here. I know 
some of you don’t want me to leave. I had almost 30 different (non-family) members visit and call 
me to check on me after the Voter’s Assembly in December. To say I was struggling would be an 
understatement. 

The original “plan” that Pastor Brand and I had when I started the SMP program in 2016 was for he 
and I to switch roles once I finished all the school work. That I would become the Senior and he 
would become the Associate. That obviously did not happen, and there was a lot that changed from 
2016 to now. For whatever reasons that wasn’t shared or communicated. But that was the original 
plan. 

I had one way for it to go in my mind, and God had other plans. And while I was (and am still a bit) 
saddened, I know God is leading me. So I want to leave you with this: 
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You have a plan for how this church should go. Every single person does. From “change nothing” 
to “change everything” we all have thoughts on how it should go. If I have learned anything from 
this season of life it is this, forget your “ideas”. Forget what YOU think should happen. God’s got it 
in His hand and it will be revealed to you in His time. God has called Pastor Meyer to be the next 
Pastor here, and he is taking the baton and continuing on the race ahead. God has placed him here, 
and you need to submit to him as he serves you with, maybe not what you want, but what you need. 

Some of you are quite upset that I am leaving. Ask yourselves this question that I have asked 
myself, why should we be upset when God is leading us? 

I love you all too much to not tell you the truth. You don’t know what God’s will is for yourself or 
myself because we have lost the plot. Simply put, God’s will for your life is Jesus Christ. You can 
have whatever job, you can marry whomever you want and you can live wherever you want. God 
gives us the Christian Freedom to have choice in our lives. God gave St Paul two options, Pastor 
Meyer and myself. I could have been called. It was never a forgone conclusion one way or the other 
because God orchestrated all things for my name to be on that list. It was a possibility. And you all 
chose Pastor Meyer. God be praised! Because you have 

called a faithful, liturgical, God-fearing Pastor who will help you become more faithful through the 
preaching and teaching of God’s Word. That’s all I ever wanted for this congregation. We are on a 
good path of catechesis and faith and God will do great things here at St. Paul during Pastor 
Meyer’s ministry. 

Part of my sadness is that I don’t get the opportunity to continue to teach you the blessings of 
God’s Word. Pastor Meyer now gets that blessing. He gets the opportunity to teach you the beauty 
of the Sacraments, the liturgy, the prayers, and of our Lord. And for that, I am a bit jealous. I have 
learned how beautiful our divine services are, how faithful our liturgy is, and how steadfast and 
consistent the Lord is in his blessings to us, and I want to share that with all of you! 

I have gotten to know Pastor Meyer over the last several weeks. Some of you may have 
reservations about him. From talking to him, from seeing how God has worked this for himself, for 
myself, and this congregation, I am 100% confident of God’s hand through the Call Process in 
placing the next guy here. 

He’s going to do everything that I had hoped to. He’s going to lead you and teach you to be more 
faithful disciples of Christ. And I could not be more joyful over this fact. 

And this won’t be the last you see of me. It is often the practice of Pastors to completely cut off 
their previous congregations so that they can adhere to their new pastor. But I have such deep roots 
here that I cannot imagine never walking into these doors again. We already know the girls will be 
here for VBS this summer, and they will be spending plenty of time with their Nana and Papa. I can 
imagine someone here asking me to preach at some big point down the road. Someday I will come 
back. Maybe at the 175th anniversary of the congregation. And I hope that I will be around for the 
200th. I’ll be in my 80s at that point. Most of you will be with the Lord by then. But I will 
remember the blessings you bestowed upon me in this life. 



As of April 22nd, Pastor Meyer is your Pastor. You can still reach out to me, see how I am doing. 
But for spiritual needs and concerns, he’s your man. He’s called by God and this congregation. 

So when you are thankful for the Good Word that he teaches and preaches, give Glory to God for 
sending such a strong pastor to this flock. 

And when you don’t like what he says, or he changes something, (GASP!) remember, the literal 
God of the universe said “St. Paul has been given Pastor Meyer in this time and in this place”. Take 
a breath, go and talk to him if you have questions about what he’s doing, and then eat a piece of 
humble pie and trust God. 

This is the end result of the Call Process. We trust that God works through sinful man’s means. Of 
which he certainly does! He used the months of work by our faithful members who gave up 

their time and put forward their efforts as a part of the Call Committee, to give to us Pastor Meyer! 
We prayed for an answer and we got one! 

If you feel any sort of division over this, over myself, the process, etc, that’s Satan trying to crawl 
his way in and cause problem in our beloved congregation. Don’t let him! Hold fast to what is true 
and right. God has blessed St. Paul with a faithful Pastor to lead and guide her. 

I can leave in peace knowing that God’s got this congregation in His hands. Did it happen the way I 
thought it would? Absolutely not. Does that mean that I should be upset with God? By no means! 
What sort of faith would I have if I believed in God’s will only as far as what I wanted to happen? 

I’ve worked diligently through some difficult situations in ministry over the past several years. And 
now God leads me to somewhere new. A place called New Baltimore. I am going to live the city 
life, I get to fish to my heart's content, our new house is walking distance to both the church and the 
downtown. I already have a meeting with the Lutheran North Athletic Director lined up to see 
where I can help coach at. And I get to ride my moped safely! But most of all, I know the Lord has 
blessed this as it all fell into place way too easily. 

And while it’s hard to leave, I will always have a piece of St Paul in my heart. And I can finally use 
my previous congregation as sermon illustrations! 

I have been immensely blessed by you all. You all raised a strong confessional, liturgical, Law and 
Gospel preacher, and for that I give God the glory. 

I could continue on, but I have cried enough writing this already. Not in sadness, at least not 
completely. But in Joy. How can a loving God have done such great things for me? Because in 
Christ God loves me and I will take whatever he gives me, even when I don’t understand it. He is a 
faithful Lord and I have been blessed by him here. 

I am looking to continue on some of St Paul’s traditions at Christ Lutheran. Specifically the 
community fish fry, the chili cookoff, and other fun fellowship activities. They even have their own 
“Dave Jahnke”. His name is Jerry and he sends me pictures of his fish he catches every weekend. 
He fishes almost every single day and he is so excited to take me fishing. My love for St Paul will 



live on though I will be 171 miles away. Feel free to stop by when you’re in the area. Hopefully I 
will have caught some fish that morning for us to share. 

The people over there at Christ Lutheran Church already have extended out their love for myself, 
Kiristin, and the girls. If you had any worries about the situation we are going towards, you need 
not worry. One of the previous pastors there retired and stayed in the congregation, and he said he 
stayed because they loved him so well that he didn’t want to leave. And he assured me that I will be 
well taken care of and loved as well. God’s got me. And God’s got you. I’ll be ok. After all, we are 
all God’s own Children. I was his before I was yours. 

To God be all glory, laud, and honor. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Miller 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Youth Group Sneaker Drive Fundraiser May 10th-17th 

Our Youth Group is holding an athletic shoe drive fundraiser from May 10th-17th to raise money to 
attend the summer High School and Middle School Youth Gathering. St. Paul Youth Group will earn 
funds based on the total quantity of gently worn, used, and new sneakers collected. GotSneakers, a 
social enterprise, will issue funds in compensation for the collected sneakers. Anyone can help by 
simply donating gently worn, used, and new sneakers. GotSneakers recycling program helps keep 
sneakers out of landfills, which has harmful eDects on our environment, and helps organizations 
like ours raise needed funds. 

For more information on what to donate…check out the Youth Group Bulletin Board in the 
Fellowship Hall 

 

ONE SERVICE SUNDAY – MAY 17TH @ 10:00AM 

Potluck To Follow – Sign Up On Office Table 

 



 
Dear Members of St. Paul, 

I’m somewhat moved into the office. The installation is done and I’ve preached my first sermon 
at St. Paul. On May 22nd we’ll get possession of our house, begin to move in, and truly begin to 
put down roots in the area.  

There is a lot of new for me and my family. 

And obviously, we are new to you. 

We don’t yet have any familiar routines yet. I haven’t yet developed any long-standing 
relationships with members or a rapport that allows for shorthand communication. But over 
time these things will develop.  

To help speed this process, let me tell you a little bit about how I approach thing as a pastor.  

I will regularly be in the office, but I also like to work out in the community where I can get to 
better understand the community and build relationships beyond the church.  

I’m more than happy to meet with you. Simply call and we’ll schedule a time to talk, whether it’s 
at the office, your home, or elsewhere.  

Being connected with the wider church is important so I will always try to attend the LCMS 
circuit pastors meetings (“winkels”) and district church workers conferences. This helps me to 
better know what is happening in the broader church as well as keeping me accountable to 
others.  

I will prioritize my family because to be a pastor means caring well for your family, as God’s 
Word tells us in 1 Timothy 3.  

I love children and they are welcome in my office. In fact, there is a gumball machine in my office 
and every child at St. Paul is welcome to use one penny (the pennies are in a jar near the 
machine) each Sunday. If Jesus welcomed the little children, then so should I.  

I’m beginning to lay out plans for the summer that will help me to be better connected with you 
and that, with God’s help, will hopefully help us as a congregation to find direction and zeal for 
the mission God has given us. We have amazing facilities here at St. Paul and amazing people 
too. How we use those facilities and how we spend our time and energy in faithful and 
meaningful ways will be something we will be discussing and praying about.  

I believe that intergenerational opportunities are important. The different generations have a lot 
to learn from one another! 

 

Pastor Meyer’s May Newsletter – Getting To Know You/Me 
 



Exercise is important to me. My dad retired early because of stress and health related issues and 
I’ve seen too many pastors burn out and/or run themselves into the ground physically because 
they did not care for their health. I schedule time in my week to exercise so that I can be healthy 
and serve better and longer as a pastor.  

If you have a question about anything, please ask. Answering questions is an important part of 
being a pastor and something I very much enjoy. 

Teaching Bible study is one of my favorite things about being a pastor. Bible study is a blast! 
Beginning May 24th, I’m planning to begin a class on Sunday morning going through my favorite 
book of the Bible: Colossians. I hope you’ll join! Whether going to Bible study is something you’ve 
done before or not, this is a great opportunity to spend time together and spend time in God’s 
Word.  

I’m sure there will be some bumps along the way, but as we together look to Jesus and follow 
Him, God will bless us and use us for the good of His kingdom. 

God’s blessings to you all! 

Pastor Meyer  

 

 
Church Summer Office Hours will begin Tuesday, May 26th after Memorial Day. 

Open:  Tuesday – Thursday from 7:30am – 3:30pm 

Closed:  Mondays & Fridays 

 

St Paul will be celebrating our graduating seniors on Sunday, June 
7th in between services.  If you have a graduating senior or are a 

graduating senior, please send a brief bio and picture to Teresa at  

teresa@stpaulcaledonia.org.       
 

mailto:teresa@stpaulcaledonia.org
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Ministry Governance Board 
St Paul Lutheran Church 

Q1 2026 Update 
 

“But those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength.  They will soar on the wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary; they will walk and not be faint.”  Isaiah 40:31 
 
Greetings from your Ministry Governance Board.  The following are highlights of our first quarter 
activities. 
 

• In January, the board welcomed new members Jim Seifert and Diana Kooistra. 
• Elected board officers…Tony Dykhouse, Chairman and Lisa Holmes, Secretary. 
• Assigned MGB representatives to our standing committees: Eric Tuori, Finance; Lisa Holmes, 

Human Resources; Jim Seifert, IT; David Leark, Dian Kooistra & Tony Dykhouse, Facilities. 
• Reviewed the final financial statements for 2025.  Total expenses were $355,600, and total 

revenue was $382,820, resulting in a surplus of $27,220.  At year-end, the General Fund Balance 
(surplus) was $93,000, and the Capital Project Fund balance was $30,800.   

• Lisa Holmes, on behalf of the HR committee, confirmed that 2026 pay increases went into effect 
in January. 

• Facilitated an in person visit from Pastor Meyer on January 19. 
• In February, the board acknowledged that Pastor Meyer accepted the congregation’s call. 
• Pastor Miller also informed the board that he received and declined a call he received from Zion 

Lutheran in Hemlock, MI.  
• The IT committee confirmed that server backups were setup, and that office software and data 

were recovered as best as possible.  Thank you again, Teresa Neeb for your patience and hard 
work! 

• In March, Pastor Miller informed the board that he received and accepted a call to Christ Lutheran 
in New Baltimore, MI.  

• The HR committee prepared health care benefits for Pastor Meyer. 
• The board acknowledge a request from Pastor Meyer for a CEF housing loan and as a result called 

a special voters’ meeting to request the borrowing of funds.  At the 3/22 meeting, the congregation 
approved a request to borrow up to $200,000. 

• Reviewed FY26 Q1 finance results.  General Fund YTD Giving is $109,500 vs. Budget of $92,500.  
YTD Actual Expenses are $75,900 vs. Budgeted $93,000.   
 

Your Ministry Governance Board remains dedicated to representing your interests.  Kindly continue to 
pray for God's blessings and guidance as we journey through this transition period.  Should you have any 
comments, questions, or concerns, please reach out to any board member.  Blessings to all and may all 
honor, praise, and glory be unto the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 
 
Your Ministry Governance Board 
 

David Leark Eric Tuori Lisa Holmes Brian Schaidt 
Diana Kooistra Jim Seifert Tony Dykhouse  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St Paul Hugs   - “God Gets You”                   
A ministry to the widows of St Paul 

Lutheran Church.  We will be gathering 
for brunch at Essentials Restaurant 

(8980 N Rogers Court, Caledonia  MI, 
49316) at 10:00am every 2nd Tuesday of 
the month (May 12th).  Questions?  Judy 
Ritz @ (616) 430-8484 or Betty Zachary 
@ (616) 334-5016 (a Stephen Minister). 

 

95 Pints 

Lutheran Doctrine with                   
Lutheran Lemonade 

Every 3rd Monday of the Month               
Monday, May 18th 

Schmohz Brewery @ 6:30pm 

 

 

Ladies Aid – Thursday, 14th at 10:00am.  Quilting in the gym 

from 10am – Noon.  Potluck for lunch at Noon, with devotional 

and brief meeting to follow. 

                                                          Its Our Mission: Period 

On May 19 we will start our first month of sewing, cutting, tracing and packing for    
Its Our Mission: Period.  For those who have never joined us for this project this is a 

mission that makes complete washable menstrual packages for women in need.  
Our products go to Christian Hospital in Bangledesh. For those that would like to 

participate the following are our dates to meet in the gathering place.                                          
We meet from 9:30 – 12:00pm 

May 19, 2026,  June 16, 2026,  July 21, 2026 

August 18, 2026,  September 15, 2026, October 20, 2026 

 
 



 

Member Information Form – Due to the December computer hack, all of the member 
information stored electronically was deleted/destroyed.  In an effort to rebuild our member 

information a Member Information Form is included below..  Please fill out what information 
you can.  If you can’t remember the exact date, please give an approximation.  Thanks! 

 
Name:  ___________________________________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Name:  __________________________________________ 
 
Address:  ______________________________________  City, MI, Zip  _________________________ 
 
Home Phone:  __________________________________  Cell Phone:  ___________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Cell Phone:  _________________________________________ 
 
Email Address:  _________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Birth Date:  _____________________________   Spouse’s Birth Date:  _________________________ 
 
Baptismal Date:  __________________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Baptismal Date:  _________________________ 
 
Confirmation Date:  _______________________________ 
 
Spouse’s Confirmation Date:  ______________________ 
 
Anniversary Date:  __________________________________ 
 
If a parent: 
Child’s Name   Birthdate  Baptismal Date Confirmation Date 
 
 

 
 



 



To Our friends at Saint Paul – We give our heart felt “Thank You” to everyone who 

supported us the last few months.  Your prayers, cards, visits and many meals made it 

much easier to manage day to day.  Please continue to keep us in prayer as we continue 

healing.  Blessing to all – Lee & Jan 

 
Sunday Golf Is Back @ Briarwood – Starting on May 17th, Sunday Golf @ 

5:00pm is back at Briarwood Golf Course.  We plan on meeting twice a month 
starting in May and ending in August.  Join us when you can. Sign up will be on 

the table in front of the church office.   

 

 

LWML Spring Event – May 2nd at Our Savior Lutheran Church in Grand Rapids.  
Registration at 9:00am.  The program starts at 9:15 and ends at 11:30am.  Cost is $10.00.  

The program will be on Foster, Respite and Grandparent Services.  Please bring a lap or 
throw blanket for toddlers thru teens.                                                                                                    

Question?  Contact Abbie Cutler at (616) 293-4370. 

The Barry County Flute Choir 

will be performing at                            

St Paul Lutheran Church on 

Wednesday, May 13th from 

6:00pm – 7:00pm.                        

Save the Date! 

Pastor Meyer Sunday Morning Bible Study 

10:00am in the Gathering Place 

The Book of Colossians 

This is a great opportunity to spend time together and in God’s Word 



 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

3 
8:30a 
Communion  
9:45 Sunday 
School & 
Fellowship 
10a Adult Study 
11a Communion 

4 
 
 
6p Elders 
 
 

5 
 
6a Working 
Man’s Bible 
Study 

6 
 
5:30p FUN 
Dinner 
6p FUN 
Studies 
7p Evening 
Prayer 

7 1/8 
 
 
05/08 2pm  
Food Pantry 
Delivery 

2/9 

10 
 
8:30a 
Communion 
Service 
9:45 Sunday 
School & 
Fellowship         
10a Adult Study 
11a Communion 
Service 

11 
 
 
6p MGB 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
6a Working 
Man’s Bible 
Study 
 
10a St Paul 
Hugs 
 
10a Food 
Pantry 

13 
 
2p Food Pantry 
 
5:30p FUN 
Dinner 
6p Barry Co 
Flute Co 
7p Evening 
Prayer 
 

14 
 
 
9a Men’s Prayer 
Breakfast 
 
10a Ladies Aid 

15 
 
 
 

16 

17 
 
10a Communion 
Service 
11:30 Potluck & 
Fellowship 
5p Golf @ 
Briarwood 

18 
 
 
 
6:30p 95 
Pints @ 
Schmohz 
Brewery 

19 
 
6a Working 
Man’s Bible 
Study 
 
9:30a It’s Our 
Mission 
 
 

20 
 
5:30p FUN 
Dinner 
6p FUN 
Studies 
7p Evening 
Prayer 
 
 

21 22 23 

24 
 
8:30a 
Communion  
9:45 Sunday 
School & 
Fellowship 
10a Adult Study 
11a Communion 
 

25 
 
Office Closed 
 
Memorial 
Day 
 
 
 

26 
 
6a Working 
Man’s Bible 
Study 

27 
 
5:30p FUN 
Dinner 
6p FUN 
Studies 
7p Evening 
Prayer 
 
 

28 29 
 
Summer Office 
Hours Start 
 
Office Closed 

30 

31 
8:30a 
Communion  
9:45 Sunday 
School & 
Fellowship 
10a Adult Study 
11a Communion 
 

June 1 
 
Office Closed 
 
6p Elders 
 
 

2 
 
Office Hours 
7:30a – 3:30p 
 
6a Working 
Man’s Bible 
Study 

3 
 
Office Hours 
7:30a – 3:30p 

4 
 
Office Hours 
7:30a – 3:30p 

5 
 
Office Closed 

6 

       

 

EVENTS 
CALENDAR 

 

 

May 
2026 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thank You for your time and service to St Paul.  We are always looking for 

faithful members to help.  If this is something you would like to become a part 

of, please contact Teresa in the office at (616) 891-8688 or 

teresa@stpaulcaledonia.org 

Service Assignments For May 2026 

Altar Guild:  Linda Ainsworth & Lana Rolfsema 

CoJee Maker:  Bill Browne 

Computer:  Corrie Miller 

Organist:  Reina Vogeli 

Tellers:  Deb Merchant & Randy Sandtveit 

Ushers (8:30am):  Dave Jahnke & Eric Tuori 

Ushers (11:00am):  Lisa & Dameon Holmes 

 

Service Assignments For June 2026 

Altar Guild:  Karen Feole & Connie Crumpton-Armijo 

CoJee Maker:  Dave Jahnke 

Computer:  Corrie Miller 

Organist:  Reina Vogeli 

Tellers:  Betty & Earl Hall 

Ushers (8:30am):  Karen Feole & Connie Crumpton-Armijo 

Ushers (11:00am):  Deb Merchant & Darrell Mortensen 

 



 

2026 VBS Registration is Open 
 July 13th-16th 

6:00-8:00pm 
 St. Paul Lutheran Church & Preschool  

Join us as we trek to learn how Jesus Comes to Seek and Save! 
Students entering Preschool-5th grade 

Scan the QR code to register 

 

 


