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From Pastor Meyer’s Desk - A Layperson’s Theological Library

One of my responsibilities as your pastor is helping you to find good, faithful, and trustworthy materials.
There are a LOT of options out there, so how can a Christian know where to start in finding things that are
worth the investment?

A number of years ago | put together “A Layperson's Theological Library,” a list of books that are a very
good place to start in building a home library. Here | have updated my list. From time to time I’'ll use my
newsletter article to pass along faithful resources to the members of St. Paul.

Doctrine

"The Spirituality of the Cross" by Gene Edward Veith Jr.

This is a fantastic book for someone who is new to Lutheranism, but will also be greatly beneficial to the
well-seasoned reader. Veith takes the reader with him through his own personal journey and through his
story we are introduced to deep truths about God.

"A Summary of Christian Doctrine" by Edward W.A. Koehler

Where did the Bible come from? What does the Bible tell us about angels, prayer, good works, baptism,
government, or Christ's return? This book covers all of those topics and more and does so without using
words that are not easily understood by the average adult.

"The Book of Concord"

This book contains the official statements of faith for Lutherans. It summarizes what scripture teaches
and helps explain it. Some of this will be quite challenge reading, however it is worth having just to be
able to read Luther's Large Catechism.


https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/3915837861171323831/792736622825946135
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/3915837861171323831/792736622825946135
https://www.blogger.com/blog/post/edit/3915837861171323831/792736622825946135

"Law and Gospel: How to read and apply the Bible" by C.F.W. Walther

This has been a standard in the LCMS for a very long time and with good reason. Walther, who was the
first president of the LCMS, gave a series of lectures on the proper use and understanding of God's Law
and Gospel. This is ideal for someone who desires a deeper read and deeper understanding of God's
Word.

”Because Jesus Taught it: Christianity Through the Eyes of the Church Fathers” by Flame

Flame is an award winning rapper who came to Lutheranism as an adult. In this book he shows that what
we believe, teach, and confess as Lutherans has always been taught in the church, including by the
Church Fathers.

“Christ’s Church: Her Biblical Roots, Her Dramatic History, Her Saving Presence, Her Glorious
Future” by Bo Giertz

This is atop 5 book for me. Giertz beautifully and richly shows what the Church is and how the Lord
provides for the Church.

Christian Living

"Family Vocation: God's Calling in Marriage, Parenting, and Childhood" by Gene Edward Veith Jr. and
Mary J. Moerbe

Veith writes in a winsome way and helps the reader to understand God's plan for them within the realm of
the family. This is a fantastic book for couples to read together.

"Dying to Live: The Power of Forgiveness" by Harold L. Senkbeil
How do God's Word and Sacraments actually come into play in our day to day lives as Christians? This
book shows exactly how that happens and why the means of grace are so vital.

"Alive with the Spirit" by Martin H. Franzmann

Lutherans haven't always spoken much about the Holy Spirit, but in this little book Franzmann shows the
true work of the Spirit throughout Scripture and how He continues to work today. The cover makes it look
dated, but Franzmann's writing style is outstanding.

"Grace Upon Grace: Spirituality for Today" by John W. Kleinig
"Spirituality" is a word that gets tossed around a lot today. In this book Kleinig shows how the Spirit truly
works and what it means to be truly "spiritual." If you want a deeper spiritual life, this is a great resource.

Church History

"The Church from Age to Age: A History from Galilee to Global Christianity" by Edward Engelbrecht
If you would like one book that gives you a summary of the history of the church, from the early church
until today, this is the book that you need.

"Turning Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity"” by Mark Noll
Eminent historian Mark Noll takes 13 points of Christian history and shares with the reader just how these
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events helped shape things going forward. This is a wonderful read to help understand the overall history
of the church.

Apologetics

"The Stones Cry Out" by Randal Price

Archaeology and the Bible fit hand in hand. Each archaeological dig uncovers more evidence that shows
Scripture to be trustworthy. This book highlights some of those discoveries.

"How Christianity Changed the World" by Alvin J. Schmidt
This book could just as well be listed under church history, but with the attacks on Christianity today |

think that it fits well as an apologetic book as well. Schmidt shows how Christianity led to societies
valuing human life, giving women respect and dignity, the establishment of hospitals, the abolition of
slavery, and many other positive societal changes.

Biographies

"Light in the Dark Belt" by Rosa Young

This is an autobiography written by a woman who was the child of former slaves. She helped to establish
Lutheran Schools all over the south to educate and bring the gospel to the African-American population.

"Martin Luther: A Life Reformed" by Paul Robinson

Paul Robinson was a professor | had at the seminary. In this short biography, he gives the main points in
the life of Luther and helps the reader to understand the events and their connection with Luther's
theology.

Fiction

"The Hammer of God" by Bo Giertz

This book is fiction, but it might just help you to understand law and gospel better than any non-fiction
book thatyou'll ever read.

On June 18™ Pastor Meyer will be on "Thy Strong Word" on KFUO
radio going over Acts 2. You can livestream this or listen later in
the archives at KFUO.org

Church Summer Office Hours wWill begin Tuesday, May 267 after Memorial pay.
Open: TuesAay - Thursday from F30am - 3:30pm

Closed: Mondays § Fridays
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St Paul will be celebrating our graduating seniors on Sunday, June
7th In between services. Please join us in the Fellowship Hall to
congratulate their accomplishments!

05 Pints
St Paul ﬁl{/{,gé/ -“God Gets You” Lutheran Doctrine with
A ministry to the widows of St Paul Lutheran Lemonade
Lutheran Church. We will be gathering Every 3 Monday of the Month
for brunch at Essentials Restaurant Monday, May 18th
(8980 N Rogers Court, Caledonia MI, Schmohz Brewery @ 6:30pm

49316) at 10:00am every 2" Tuesday of
the month (June 9th). Questions? Judy
Ritz @ (616) 430-8484 or Betty Zachary
@ (616) 334-5016 (a Stephen Minister).

Location

2600 Patterson Ave SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
616-949-0860

Its Our Mission: Period

Our next meeting for Its Our Mission: Period will be Tuesday, June 16th. For those
who have never joined us for this project this is a mission that makes complete
washable menstrual packages for women in need. Our products go to Christian
Hospital in Bangledesh. For those that would like to participate the following are our
dates to meet in the gathering place.
We meet from 9:30-12:00pm

June 16, 2026, July 21, 2026

August 18, 2026, September 15, 2026, October 20, 2026

[t's Our Mission:




Member Information Form — Due to the December computer hack, all of the member
information stored electronically was deleted/destroyed. In an effort to rebuild our member
information a Member Information Form is included below.. Please fill out what information
you can. If you can't remember the exact date, please give an approximation. Thanks!

Name:

Spouse’s Name:

Address: City, M1, Zip
Home Phone: Cell Phone:
Spouse’s Cell Phone:

Email Address:

Birth Date: Spouse’s Birth Date:
Baptismal Date:

Spouse’s Baptismal Date:

Confirmation Date:

Spouse’s Confirmation Date:

Anniversary Date:

If a parent:
Child’s Name Birthdate Baptismal Date  Confirmation Date




Sunday Golf @ Briarwood — Sunday Golf @ 5:00pm is back at Briarwood Golf
Course. Our June dates are June 14" and June 28t%. Sign up will be on the table in
front of the church office. This is a no pressure, just fun and fellowship event.
Come when you are able.

Men's Prayer Breakfast - Thursday, June 11 at 9:00am
in Dutton at Oskar Scots.

Join Pastor Meyer on Sundays at 10:00am for a study of Colossians.

In the LCMS tradition, Colossians is studied as a powertul letter from the Apostle
Paul that attirms the supremacy and sufficiency of Jesus Christ for salvation and
life. The central message is that Christ is the head of the Church, the creator of all
things, and the one through whom God reconciles all creation to Himself. Paul urges
believers to hold fast to the truth of the Gospel, rejecting false teachings that might
dilute or replace Christ’s authority.

Yogurt Sundae and our Blood Pressure Check Sundays are back
starting June 14™.
Thank you to our Diaconate Team for taking such good care of us!

Lutheran’s For Life is hosting a diaper shower from Mother’s Day
(May 10 to Father’s Day (June 21%). Please bring in a package of
diapers, to help someone in need. Contact Deb Merchant with any

questions — (616) 437-9664.

Our Fellowship committee is looking for helping hands. If you are
willing and able to help set up tables & chairs for events, please talk
to Amy Waldmiller or sign up on the table outside of the office.
Come & join our “Muscle Power Team”!



EVENTS
CALENDAR

June
2026

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
May 31 June 1 2 3 4 5 6
8:30a
Communion 6a Working -

9:45 Fellowship | 6p Elders Man’s Bible Bi?ferN
10a Adult Stu.dy Study 6p FUN
1la Commumon Studies
Service 7p Evening
Prayer

7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30a
Communion 6a Working 5:30p FUN
Service 6:30p MGB Man’s Bible Dinner 9a Men’s Prayer 2pm Food
9:45 Fellowship Study 6p FUN Breakfast Pantry Delivery
& Senior Studies
Celebration 10a St Paul 7p Evening
10a Adult Study Hugs Prayer
11a Communion
Service
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30a 6a Working 2pm Food
Communion Man’s Bible Pantry
9:45 Fellowship Study
& Yogurt 6:30p 95 5:30p FUN
Sundaes Pints @ 9:30a It's Our Dinner
10a Adult Study | Schmohz Mission 6p FUN
11a Communion | Brewery Studies
Service 10a Food 7p Evening

Pantry Prayer
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30a 6a Working 5:30p FUN
Communion Man’s Bible Dinner
Service Study 6p FUN
9:45 Fellowship Studies
10a Adult Study 7p Evening
11a Communion Prayer
28 29 30 July 1 2 3 4
8:30a
Communion
Service 6a Working
9:45 Fellowship Man’s Bible
Yogurt Sundaes Study
10a Adult Study
11a Communion
Service
Sr High Youth Gathering Sr High Youth | Gathering




Service Assignments For June 2026
Altar Guild: Karen Feole & Connie Crumpton-Armino
Coffee Maker: Dave Jahnke
Computer: Corrie Miller
Organist: Reina Vogeli
Tellers: Earl & Betty Hall
Ushers (8:30am): Karen Feole & Connie Crumpton-Armino

Ushers (11:00am): Deb Merchant & Darrell Mortensen

Thawnk You for your time and service to St Paul. we are always looking for
fatthful members to help. Iif this is something you would Like to become a part
of, please contact Teresa in the office at (616) €91-868% or
teresa@stpaulealedonia.org

And The FUN Continues ............

Wednesday Family Unity Night will continue this summer. If you haven't joined

Wednesday FUN, now is the time to start.
June 3: Building and playing 9 square in the air, replacing backboard of basketball hoop,
and a Mexican food theme.
June 10: Work Day focused on the Youth Room with pizza as the food theme.
June 17: MarioKart Night with appetizers as the food theme (6 PM start)
June 24: Board Games with hamburgers and hotdogs as the main food theme
June 28-July 1: Sr. High Youth Gathering at Mackinac Island

A huge thank You to everyone who stepped up to help us move tn and get
settled. Those who carried heavy boxes, made food, brought food, and helped in
any other way have truly made a difference for us. We are far from settled in,

but your efforts have helped speed up the process.

-Pastor Meyer and family
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2026 VBS Registration is Open
July 13th-16th

6:00-8:00pm

St. Paul Lutheran Church & Preschool
Join us as we trek to learn how Jesus Comes to Seek and Save!
Students entering Preschool-5th grade

Scan the QR code to register
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Our VBS program is always a huge success because of our awesome volunteers
and generous donations!

Volunteer sign ups and snack donation requests are located on the bulletin board
in the fellowship hall. Please consider signing up to help or donate.
Monetary donations are always appreciated as well.




Congratulations 2026 Graduates

Caledonia Community Schools Aiden Vogeli

Caledonia High School

BYRON CENTER
PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Helping Students Build Success Stories




