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From Pastor Miller’'s Desk: -ADVENT

Here we are once again. It feels as if this season of the church year comes around quicker
every year. We are into Advent, the start of the new church year. The word “Advent” comes
from the Latin word “adventus” meaning "coming” or “arrival”. There are actually 3 Advents
of Christ. His first in his birth, which we will celebrate on Christmas day. The second is his
continual coming to us through His Word and Sacrament. And finally in his glory on the Last
Day.

The season of Advent is a time of preparation, expectation, hope, and repentance before we
remember his birth. The season of Christmas is the time period AFTER Christmas Day. |
would encourage you to do whatever you can to either wait to celebrate Christmas until that
day and continue to celebrate Christmas after the 25",

| often look around at the world and look to see what they are doing and question if | should
be doing the same thing. It gets especially poignant during these Holy Days. | caution myself
to not get caught up with the Pagens in our culture. In my house we do not prepare for Santa
Clause. We prepare for Christ. We don’t put out cookies and milk, we prepare our hearts in
hope, love, peace, and joy.

If you are waiting for Santa Clause, you are confusing your children. Stop it.

When you present your children with gifts from a mystical man who can visit every home in
the world in 24 hours you're lying to your children.

“But Pastor it’s cute”. Noit’s not. You’re lying to your children. Instead of saying “Mom and
Dad got you this gift, we picked it out special for you, we care deeply about you and love you
very much”, you're saying “There’s a man who lives in the North Pole, who flies around the
world, has elves making the gifts, and you’re on a list, and if you are good enough you’ll get
whatever you want, but if you're bad you’ll get coal.”
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This idea of Santa is a theological heresy. Theres a list and if you’re good you'll get what you
want. But you need to be good. That’s works righteousness and that’s a heresy. Alongside
the blatant lying of Santa Claus.

| remember growing up with this idea of Santa. And looking back | realized something. Most
adults are really bad at giving gifts. We would rather give gifts through Santa than have to
give a gift to someone and have them like it or not. We push the burden of responsibility of
gift giving (and joy/hope/peace/love) onto Santa. Removing the Parental Responsibility that
has been placed on us by God.

God has given you YOUR children and YOUR grandchildren so that you can love them and
raise them in the truth. Santa Claus, while based on a Saint, is a heresy and must be rejected

by any sound Christian.

Because of this cultural idea of Santa and others our entire season of Advent has been lost by
the culture, and thus by us. We must hold fast to the things that have been passed down
1o us.

Be in the world but not of the world.

Advent was not created by the LCMS. Advent dates back to at least the 4"-6" centuries.
They prepared for Advent by fasting.

As the Reformation took off the Reformers retained the liturgical church year because they
saw it as a biblically rich catechetical tool for teaching about Christ’s coming. The historical
readings of Advent contain strong theology that points us to Christ. Repentance, watchful-
ness, fulfillment of prophecy, and justification by Christ Alone. These are the themes we hold
onto during this season of Advent. And all our readings, hymns, preaching and chorales are
inline with this. Remember, these things are for during the season of Advent, not Christmas.

Now, there is the tradition of the Christmas tree inside the home, while it is likely a legend,
which is attributed to Martin Luther. The story goes that Luther was walking home one winter
night and saw stars shining through the evergreen trees. Moved by the beauty he cut down a
tree and placed candles on it to show his children how Christ, the light of the World, shines
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Put up your tree whenever you want. Decorate your tree whenever you want. But whatever
you decorate it with, let it be a witness to Christ. 1 am an advocate for keeping the tree up
until the end of Epiphany in January. But that’s just me. You don’t have to take down your
Christmas decorations on December 26". | think you should actually keep them up long
after. Every part of how you decorate your home, celebrate with your family and friends, all
of it is a witness to Christ.

Which is why we hold to the traditions that we hold to. It all points to Christ. The wreaths,
the hymns, the prayers, the blue and purple colors of Advent. All of this helps to catechize
ourselves and our children about the threefold coming of Christ. Which is why we avoid sing-
ing Christmas hymns until Christmas day. You cannot celebrate a baby’s birth until after the
baby is born! I've tried. My wife was not happy.

There is strong reason that we do what we do. It’s to catechize. It's to teach. So that you
may stand strong in faith unto the end. Everything we do is a witness to Christ.

We have an Advent Wreath in the Sanctuary that we light during Advent. There are 4 candles
for the four weeks. There are 3 blue/purple candles and one pink Candle (Gaudete, for the
3" Sunday, meaning “Rejoice”). And of course a white Christ Candle in the center that is lit
on Christmas eve. As we get closer and closer the increasing light represents the coming of
Christ, the light of the World.

We live in such a world that gets whatever it wants when it wants it. And this is incredibly
unhealthy for us as people. This year, not by my choice, the first Christmas song | heard was
before Halloween. Yesterday | passed 8 Amazon trucks that were in a row. All these people
buying things that will have it today. You can watch whatever your heart desires on TV, no
more waiting for the next episode to drop. We are inundated with having our wants met
NOW. And we’ve grown comfortable.

So when you come to church, it’ll be uncomfortable. You’ll want to sing all those blessed
Christmas hymns, and we will. But on and after Christmas, you’ll have to wait. You'll want to
celebrate everyday, but | ask that you slow yourselves down and focus on the themes of
Advent. Of preparation, repentance, peace, hope, love, joy.
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The Christian Church has been doing these things for the last 1600 years. The Church is here
to slow you down this Advent season and point you back to Christ. His threefold Advent. His

incarnation birth, his Word, and His return on the last day.

Don’t get lost in the shuffle of these crazy times. Don’t get sucked into cultural heresies of

Santa, elves, flying reindeer or other such nonsense. Focus on Christ. Patiently wait for him.

Slow down and take a breath. God’s got you, and God’s got us, and He will come back for us

on the Last Day. To him be the glory forever and ever, Amen.

Christmas Poinsettias

Our poinsettia distributor of past, has decided not
to continue selling them. This gives us an op-
portunity to try something new. If you would like
to dedicate a poinsettia this year, please buy a plant
(or plants) from where ever you choose.
Bring in and set up the poinsettia(s) between
1271525 < 12/21/25.

Take your poinsettia home after service on Sunday,
12/28/25. This will help us to enjoy their beauty
while they look their best.

Dedication sheets will on the table by the office—
deadline to turn in will be 12/18/2025.

St Paul Lutheran Church Food Pantry

Thank you for your continued support of our
St Paul Food Pantry. With your support we are
able to help many families in our community.

If you are in need of food assistance, the pantry
is open to members during church functions and
office hours. If you know of non-members in
need of help, ask Teresa for a printed list of our
public hours.




Larry Hewartson

Is our first repeat
Chili cook Off Winner
Congratulations Larry

Thank you to everyone who

Participated. You made this a
great daq.’

Men's Prayer Breakfast—December 11th @ 9:00am
Oskar Scots in Dutton.

Our Website and Facebook Site will announce the status of
that day’s event.
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Winter Weather Closings - Just a reminder that if' Caledonia Community Schools 3
are closed due fo weather, the church oftice and Preschool will also be closed. e
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Cancellation of Church Activities later during the day or on the weekend will be i
decided prior to the event and announced on our Website, Facebook Site and Wood TV 8. ;
Make sure you check a couple hours prior to coming.
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Midweek Advent Dinners and Worship-
December 3, 10 and 17
Dinner- 5:30pm, Worship- 7pm

Advent Devotion Booklet available on the narthex and office tables

CALL COMMITTEE UPDATE - The Call Committee is pleased to announce that it has narrowed the list
of pastoral candidates and will hold a Congregation Call Meeting on Sunday, December 14th. All
eligible voting members are encouraged to attend. Per the church constitution, votes must be cast in
person. The committee expects to present 2-3 candidates; please allow about an hour in case multiple
votes are needed to reach a two-thirds majority.

Thank you for your prayers, input, and patience throughout this process. May His will be done.

95 Pints Wayland Union Eco Club is collecting all
Third Monday of the month. kinds of plastic to recycle. If you'd like,
Schimohz Brewery bring in any of the following (cleaned)
2600 Patterson Ave. Se and give to Coralie Miller to bring to
Grand Rapids, Mi. 49546 school.
bpm-7:30 or so. Collection Guidelines:

All welcome. We will take a closer look af our Grocery bags - Stretch film and pallet wrap -

Lutheran heritage through the Book of concord || Stretchy plastic mailer bags - Case overwrap -

and other sources. Bread bags - Paper towel/toilet tissue overwrap -

Bubbl - Air pillows - Dry cleaning bags -
Starting January 19, 20Zb ubble wrap - Al pl y cleaning bag

0

Cereal box liners - Produce bags - Newspaper

sleeves - Furniture foam wrap - Ziploc® or food

storage bags - Salt bags - Pellet bags - Ice bags -

Mattress bags
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because a hungry child hurts

Applesauce, Fruit Cups
Saltine Crackers
Microwavable Popcorn
Pudding Cups, Raisins,
Trial Mix, Animal Crackers
Goldfish Crackers
Cheese & Crackers Packs
Peanut Butter § Cracker Packs
Soup—Progresso
Mac & Cheese—Microwavable Cups
Peanut Butter—Plastic Jars
Jelly/Jam—Plastic Jars
Spaghetti O’s, Ravioli
Pasta Noodles
Pasta Sauce
Canned Vegetables
Canned Beef Stew
Pizza Sauce
Sliced Pepperoni 2.5 oz
Chicken Helper
Canned Chicken

Please make sure all containers are
plastic or metal—no glass.

LADIES AID - Please remember to bring donations
for the Hat, Mitten, etc. Tree.

These items can be handmade or purchased. Any and all
will be most appreciated by the individuals receiving
them. We've had a recent opportunity to experience how
cold Michigan winter can be. Let’s do all we can to let those
in need feel the love of Christians and keep them a little
warmer, as well.

Remember, Thursday, Dec. 4", 10 o’clock, is our regular
meeting, plus we'll be filling our Christmas gift bags, as well.

Lunch is brown bag (bring your own), business meeting and
devotions start at 12:00pm (Noon)

Thinking ahead - first meeting of 2026 will be January g
weather permitting. Our policy is if Caledonia Schools are
closed, we will not be meeting.

' in, how much you had in your bank

g Me M Sz Sz Ae 9‘4 3l Me Mo e Me Sl e Mg dle she e Sle

bz abre Az bz abr
FNANZNZNZNZN VN 7R 7R 7N 7N 71X 71X 71N 71N 718 71N 71N 71< 7% 9 JE353¢

N 7N 2N AR

¥3 o
*  VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNTY: X
_>E; Looking for something new for -BE;
7 next year? How about being a teller? x
Sc Basically, it's a commitment of a few hours 3%
% one or two months of the year. Tellers, 3¢
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call Teresa Neeb (616) 891-8688.

One hundred years from now it won’t matter
what car you drove, what kind of house you lived
account,

" nor what your clothes looked like. But, the world

may be a little better because you were im-
portant in the life of a child.
Celebrating 20 years of partnership with
Emmons Lake Elementary.

Thank you to all our Kids Hope Mentors
in the past 20 years!




Sun
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Mon Tue Thu Sat %
1 P 3 4 5 6 I
Debbie Born Hannah Sydney Ritz Michele Worch
Elenbacs Bailey Seifert
Kraig Keating
j 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Al Gorton Tom Jacobs
: | Shelby Ottow Jacob
Swiderski
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
_. Rick Kars Nick Hutchens Laura Jahnhe Todd Kunst
Anne Neeb Leo Jahnke Julie Rop
| Blake Ottow Kevin Swiderski Sandy Stevens
Linda Singsong
a1 22 23 24 25 26 27
| Kenny Ritz David Miller Callie Delaney Zachary Kunst
Feather Christopher
| Thompson Delaney
Luke Markham
|28 29 30 31
| Micah Barb Kunst Janine
Abdelkader Blakeslee

| Anthony Astuccio
Doug Detmer
35 Paula Harmon

| Bill Jahnke

Gordon Newton
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Wednesday Night

The Season of Advent

Advent SerViceS @ 700 pm “0 come, O come Emmanuel and ransom

captive Israel’

December 3th
December 10th

December 17th

Offerings will go to our Food Pantry and
Hand2Hand Pantry

One Service Sundays Christmas Eve

@ 10:00am Worship Schedule

December 14th & Wednesday, December 24 @ 5pm
&
December 28th

Wednesday, December 24 @ 7pm

DECEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES Both services will be
candlelight services.
Doug & Nancy Engelbert 12-01
Doug & Jill Wilson 12-04
Vincent & Michelle Fischer 12-04
Tom & Mary Stehouwer 12-10
Tom & Carolyn Fischer 12-11
Ivan & Betty Bourn 12-13
Doug & Abbie Cutler 12-13 St Paul Sundaﬂ School
Scott & Laura Boom 12-14 CHRISTMAS PROGRAM
Michael & Diana Kooistra 12-14 12/14/2023 @ 10:00am
Join us for our 10:00
Andy & Reina Vogeli 12-19
service ds we tell the
Jon & Pat Merchant 12-26
SIESER MR story of Jesus’ birth
Jim & Elaine Meeuwes 12-28 ﬂ\VOugl'\ the Na'tivi‘tﬂ.




December Happenings

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Nov 30 1 2 3 4 5 &
10:00a Communion
11p Fellowship 4p Elders 5:30p Advent Dinner | 9a Journey In The
. Word
7p Evening Service
10a Ladies Aid
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30a Communion
9:45a Fellowship & —_ o
Sunday School V\? :urney e
: or

10a Adult Bible Study | 4p MGB 5:30p Advent Dinner
11p Communion . i 9a Men's Prayer

7p Evening Service Breakfast
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
10a Communion &
Children's Program

10a Food Pantry 3p Food Pantry %a Journey In The

11a Call Committee Word
Meeting

5:30p Advent Dinner

7p Evening Service
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30a Communion 5p Christmas Eve
9:45a Fellowship & Service
Sunday School 7
10a Adult Bible Study i ChilstigsEve
11p Communion Service

Church Office Closed

28 29 30 31 01/01/2024 01/02/2026 01/03/2026
10a Worship
11p Fellowship

Church Office Closgd




