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From The Desk of Pastor Miller - Small Talk

“Small Talk” as defined by Pastor David, is when the conversation is focused on something where there isn’t
a lot to talk about. For example, some “Small Talk” topics would be the weather (hows the weather? Good.)
sports (did you watch the Superbowl last night? Yes.) and many other topics. It’s not about the size of the
topic, because there are a lot of things to talk about with weather and sports. But “Small Talk” is that which
most anybody can converse about at any given moment.

I don’t like “Small Talk™ because it is shallow. The conversation is easy to get in and out of. It feels imperson-
al and often fake. But it’s a cultural thing that will continue to persist no matter how much I rail against it.

The topics of “weather” and “sports™ can be expanded upon into “Medium Talk™ and “Large Talk”. Talking
about the physical consequences of a Hurricane I would consider “Medium Talk”. Talking about the economi-
cal, political, and spiritual consequences of a Hurricane, now that’s “Large Talk”.

Any topic can be “Small Talk”. Any topic can be “Medium” or “Large Talk”. It’s the mutual desire of those
who are communicating said topic that determine the size (or rather the depth) of the conversation.

If I wanted to have a Deep conversation about the Detroit Pistons, I would need to find someone else who
shared that desire. Most people would only want to discuss the Pistons as far as their desire, or knowledge
would go. And this is where we run into issues.

You and I have varying levels of desire and knowledge about everything. My brother LOVES to talk about
Guitars. I know nothing about Guitars. We cannot have a deep conversation about guitars. We could have a
Medium conversation about Guitars if I ask good questions and have a sincere desire to learn about his pas-
sions, but that would require humility on my part.

This is the issue. Your passions are different than my passions, and my passions are different than your
passions. And we as sinners often only want to talk about our own passions. We often don’t want to hear
someone talk about something that we have no interest in. I can see it on your faces when I bring up the
Pistons. There are 2-4 other people in our congregation that are willing to talk about the Pistons with me.
And that’s ok!

Because we each share different Points of View (POV) and have different life experiences, we all cannot talk
about all that we want to, because either we don’t know enough, or someone else doesn’t know enough. So we
settle for “Small Talk™. Surface level. Boring.

Relationships are not built on surface level conversations. Relationships are built on going deep. The deeper
the subject matter, the deeper the relationships.




Page 2 “Small Talk”
Open your Bibles to anywhere that Jesus is talking. It’s deep stuff! People would ask Him very simple
questions and Jesus did not respond simply. He responded deeply. Jesus took people to the heart of the matter.
Why can’t we?

Well, for one it’s scary to do so. Perhaps you opened up about your niche hobbies to someone and they
responded poorly. Perhaps you were shamed for trying to connect with someone. So instead you just swim at
the top of the conversational waters. Because in our minds, that’s safer.

Well we might perceive it to be safer, but in reality it’s isolating. We buy the lie that it’s better to just shut up
and not bother anyone than it is to risk having an actual conversation with another person. Next thing we know
we look up and we don’t have any friends, our marriages are dying on the vine, and we’re depressed. You
were created for relationships. “It is not good for man to be alone.” Genesis 2:18. You were created to pick
others up, and to pick them up. “Two are better than one, because they have a good reward for their toil. For if
they fall, one will lift up his fellow. But woe to him who is alone when he falls and has not another to lift him
up!” Ecclesiastes 4:9-10.

Being with friends allows you to be sharpened as a person. Not dull. “Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharp-
ens another.” Proverbs 27:17.

In fact, in Paul’s letter to the Romans he says ““Love one another with brotherly affection. Outdo one another
in showing honor.” Romans 12:10.

OUTDO one another in showing honor. One of my Sem Profs said it best. God gave you two ears and one
mouth. You should be doing twice as much listening than you are talking.

Brothers and sisters in Christ, here is my point for this Newsletter Article. Church is a relational place.
Come here and talk, but also listen. Listen to ’s stories about fishing. Hear ’s funny story
(or rather what thinks is funny). Hear speak about what’s going on in their life. But more
than just listen. Hear them. Not just their story, but ask questions, be curious about their passions, and show
them honor. Instead of thinking about what you’re going to say next, listen and have an actual conversation
with another one of your brothers and sisters. And not just here. But at work, in your families, at the store
unexpectedly. This is one simple way to honor others. That they are worth your time. Go deep.

Our beloved congregation is a wonderful place to go deep with others. To be there, to hear their pains and
struggles, to celebrate their joys and growth. This is where God’s people gather together, to receive that which
He has given us. His Word. His Sacraments. His created beings, our brothers and sisters.

We are working to offer a lot of opportunities here at St Paul. Opportunities to serve, to gather, and to grow.
On Wednesday nights beginning on September 10th, all ages are welcome to come and fellowship, serve,
grow, and hear God’s Word. We will have a few different studies available, with a meal, and always ending
with God’s Word in the Sanctuary.

You are worth Jesus’ time.
You are worth my time.

You are a beloved child of God. Come and grow in relationship with others. You don’t need to be alone or
isolated anymore. We have a wide variety of groups that meet weekly/monthly. Join something, anything, and
be surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses. Ladies Aid, Fellowship, Men’s Prayer Breakfast, Wednesday
Night Events, and so much more are offered for YOU!

If you don’t know what to join, or are newer, talk to me and we’ll take it one step at a time.
God doesn’t need our good works, but our neighbors do. Come off the deep end with me and let’s swim in the
waters of God’s Graces, serving, loving, and listening to each other. Amen.

-Pastor David
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Your MGB’s Finance Committee

Standing committee of at least 3 members w/ relevant experience
Develops and revises finance policies
Develops annual budget
Monitors and develops finance controls
Monitors financial progress and provides monthly reports
Advises MGB, Teaching Elders, or Staff

Interested in learning more, contact a committee member:

Eric Tuori (Treasurer) Bill Born Paul Kableman

The Ministry Governance Board invites all members of the
congregation to its September Open Meeting on Tuesday,
September 9th at 6:30pm in the Gathering Room.
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Your call committee has received the list of candldates
from the Michigan District. We ask for your prayers as we
begin the evaluation process.
Thank you and God bless, your call committee.
Tony Dykhouse
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2025 LUTHERAN MEN’S MINISTRY CONFERENCE
Saturday, October 8, 2025 ¢ 8:00am-1:00pm

Holy Cross Lutheran ¢ Jenison

The Lutheran Men’s Ministry Conference is an opportunity for men to gather, grow, and strengthen their
faith through fellowship and learning. This year’s conference will feature a variety of engaging activities and
opportunities for spiritual and personal growth.

Schedule of Events
Registration and Breakfast
Music & Devotions

Professional Speaker: Brian Davies serves as pastor of Lord of Glory Lutheran Church in Grayslake, lllinois,
and as chaplain for the Grayslake Fire District and the Round Lake Fire Protection District. Rev. Davies
graduated from Concordia River Forest (now Concordia Chicago) in 2002, studying communications
and biblical languages, and then went on to earn his master of divinity at Concordia Seminary in St.
Louis. He is the author of Captivating Conversations: How Christians can Reclaim the Lost Art of Lis-
tening (CPH, 2024) and Connected to Christ: Overcoming Isolation through Community (CPH, 2021).
He is married to his wife, Elizabeth, who serves as the Mayor of Grayslake. Together they have three
children: Kate, Megan, and Luke.

Lunch: Enjoy a delicious lunch while discussing insights and experiences with fellow participants.

Small Group Breakouts: Participate in small group discussions that allow for deeper connection and ex-
ploration of topics relevant to faith and community.

Learn more and rsvp @ actgrmm.org

m Grand Rapids Area LCMS
2/ MEN'S MINISTRY

2025 LUTHERAN MEN'’S
MINISTRY CONFERENCE

This year's conference will feature a variety of engaging
activities and opportunities for spiritual and personal growth.

Breakfast and lunch will be provided.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2025 AR
8:Ooam_1 :00 pm Fealuring

. Pastor Brian Davi
Holy Cross Lutheran, Jenison Lora of Glory Lustheran Chureh

Grayslake, lllinois

LEARN MORE AND RSVP @ ACTGRMM.ORG




~ W.E.L.L. - Women Enjoying Literature & Laughter
Book club is starting back Sunday—September 21st.

All are welcome to join us to review our September book. It’s written by
one of our favorite authors, Julie Klassen—”A Winter By The Sea”.
This inspirational fiction story takes place in a seaside Sidmouth,
England, during the early 1800’s. When the Duke &
@ Duchess of Kent and baby, Victoria, visit.

Meeting at Marlee Stouffer’s home—7130
McCords Ave SE, Alto MI—(616) 250-1354,.
Snack & beverages provided. Come &
even invite a friend.

This book is available at Kent District
Library, Baker Book House or Amazon.
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KIDS HOPE DIRECTOR NEEDED FOR 2026-2027

St Paul has been involved with Kids Hope for 21 years. During this time, we have supported
over 100 children through the dedication and love from members of our congregation. | am
starting my 11th and final year as Kids Hope Director. | would love to train someone this year
to take over the program for the next school year. Our church supports Emmons Lake
Elementary which is just down the road on Kraft. The new director would have training to go
through at the home office in Zeeland or on line. There are many resources on line to help
give you ideas. Please consider taking on this role so this program can continue to serve
children at Emmons Lake that need some extra attention and love. Contact me or the church
office. My number is 616 560-6942. Blessings, Debbie Born.

= FAMILY FUN NIGHT STARTS 09-10-2025
F.amily 0
U nity . Wednesdays : Youth Grovgp
° . Dinmer @ 5:30  ©  Adult Bible Stuoies
N - ht 6pm - 7:00pm Studies Free Childeare
’lg 7:00—7:30 Evening Evening Prayer

Prayer Service



Yogurt Sundaes

or top-
pings, let me
know! Pam
Doublestein

Come join us: September 7 & 21.

If you have suggestions for new  flavors

Our Healtheare Team will be taking

Information
about blood
pressure will
be available.

BLOOD PRESSURE readings in the gym

8:15-11am on September 21.
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rNon-perishable milikﬂ
Cereal-Multipacks
_Fruit Cups

IOatmeal

Applesauce-All Natural please

Granola Bars

‘Soup-Progresso has ready to cook
‘Saltine Crackers

Peanut Butter- 8-16 oz
Jam/Jelly-8-16 oz or packets
Popcorn-microwaveable
iPudding Cups
| Raisins

Trail Mix

Animal Crackers

Goldfish Crackers

Cheese & Cracker Packs
Peanut Butter & Cracker packs
Pasta—Spaghetti

Spaghetti Sauce

Spaghetti O’s, Ravioli, etc

Mac & Cheese-microwave cups
Pizza Sauce

Sliced Pepperoni

Canned Chicken, 16 oz

A few more inexpensive places to shop for these items are:

Aldi’s Walmart

Sam’s Club Costco

handZ hond,




LIBRARY NEWS _ SEPTEMBER 2025:
Items recently added to St. Paul Library:

“41: Portrait of My Father,” by George W. Bush [2014 — Biography]

“Growing Up Colt: A Father, A Son, A Life in Football,” by Colt McCoy [2011 — Biography] raniare e e

“Items are displayed for a short time on the south wall,
bottom bookcase below the Bible section. Easy check out
of items. Pull the card from the pocket, date & sign, leave

card in receptacle above return bin.

Tarae

Sunday School Starts
September 7th
At 9:45am

School Sales Are Starting &

AT l =
h'ldrer]SM‘[nIStry- LWML is collecting supplies to make
For 7 200 School Kits for World Relief

A weekly tally of what we need will
be displayed in the gym under the
supply drop off table.

PASTOR MILLER’S

SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE CLASS
10:00AM IN THE STUDY

If you have any questions please
call Joan Stack at 891-1602 or
Abbie Cutler at 293-4370
Thanks so much!




September Birthdays

.
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Rachel Hossler
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
Zachary Boom Gavin Boom Sally Gless
Lisa Pulawski Helen Mickelson
Jennifer Ritz
Tom Singstock
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Joan Stack Jan DeGood Michael Kooistra | Steve Adams Nicole Cardosa Bonnie Burns
Grace Miramontes Boyd Bender Betty Zachary
Jen Dykhouse Tiffani Dollarhide
Larry Weber Robert Merkler Jr
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Lisa Holmes Doug Cutler Carol Wilson Mary Becker
Olivia Kunst Mark Worch Lauren Leark
28 29 30 B
Eric Fischvogt Becky Pruett
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JOURNEY IN THE WORD It’s Our Mission:Period
Come and join us if you enjoy sewing, cutting,
Join us starting Thursday, drawing and packing. It's a great women’s ministry
September 18, 2025 at 9:00am in the that makes women'’s hygiene packs for the

. Christian Hospital in Bangledesh.
Gathering Place for

Journey In Tuesday September 16, 2025

The Word. We will meet in the Gathering Place
from 9:30 am—12:00pm.

We will be starting a } Hope you can make it.
new bible study

called “Peter . . .

Come and go as you please.

It's Our Mission:

Men’s Prayer Breakfast
Thursday, September 1ith
Lutheran chianis
WO men Meeting at Oskar Scots
¥ . ; in Dutton
In Mission

SEPTEMBER WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES

AT'& Joan Stack 09/06 Mack & Claire Miller 09/15
Jacob & Colleen Ergang 09/08 John & Diane Ebels 09/21
Courtney & Kori Dowdle 09/09 Gregg & Amy Waldmiller 09/22
Pete & Karen Amato 09/13 Bob & Susan Harmon 09/27
Nick & Erin Maier 09/13 Dameon & Lisa Holmes 09/27
Bob & Sandy Stevens 09/13 Mark & Michele Worch 09/28
Ken & Donna Podbevsek 09/14




September Event Calendar

*
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
August 31 1 2 3 4 5 6
10a Communion Labor Day
Servi
ervice Office Closed
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:3 m i
tfa:Communion Church Office 9a Journey In The
9:45a Sunday School
& Fellowshi RECET FUN STARTS Word
i eA:;“:i BIF;)I Mondays 9a Men’s Prayer
A e 5:30 Dinner Breakfast 2p Food Pantry
Study Preschool Starts R .
6p FUN Night T Delivery
11a Communion 6:30am Open . 10a Ladies Aid
5 7p Evening Prayer
12:30a Elders MGB Meeting
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30a Worship
Service ; i
9:454 Sunday Schael 9:30a It's Our 1p Golf 9a Journey In The
. Mission Word
& Fellowship 3p Food Pantry
10a Vicar
5 5:30 Dinner
Presentation T 6 FUSERIGH
11a Youth Worship R FORESTARIY P L
7p Evening Prayer
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30a Communion
9:45a Sunday School
& Fellowship 10a Food Pantry | 3p Food Pantry 9a Journey In The
10a Adult Bible 5:30 Dinner g
Study 6p FUN Night
11a Communion 7P Evening Prayer
28 29 30 October 1 October 2 October 3 October 4
8:30a Worship
9:45a Sunday School
& Fellowship 5:30 Dinner 9a Journey In The
10a Adult Bible Gff FUMNIght  WioRd
Study 7P Evening Prayer

11a Worship




