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I. BACKGROUND 
 
I am a Palestinian by nationality, an Arab by race, and a Christian by grace.  
 
I am an Arab by nationality, Palestinian by race and a Christian by grace. 
I was born in Nazareth, Israel and lived in Nazareth till I was 3 years old.  We moved to Haifa (on 
the slopes of Mt. Caramel) before migrating to the USA in 1972 
 
I was raised as a Christian (Catholic) and attended a parochial school but was a Christian primarily 
in name only. I knew nothing of the Bible, the depth, height, length, and width of Jesus’ exquisite 
love, His grace, and what is His desire for me as His Baptized, Beloved, Beautiful, Blessed and 
Blood-Bought child. I am thankful to my lovely wife (my beloved Queen) who introduced me to 
Lutheranism and a life of living through grace of Jesus who redeemed me by His crimson blood 
shed on Cavalry’s cross and guaranteed my own resurrection when He vacated the borrowed tomb 
of Joseph of Arimathea. 
 
I am fluent in Arabic and Hebrew. While in Israel, my family and I lived in an area called (Bat-
Galim = daughter of waves) as the only Arab family among 10,000 Jewish people. I had many 
Jewish friends and neighbors. We often visited each other’s homes. Most of my life was a happy 
one. 
 
II. EVIL IS IN THE HEART OF MAN 
 
Know “The Big three (3) C’s” as we look at God’s Living and Strengthening Word in Holy 
Scripture. 
1. Context is King 
2. Culture is Queen 
3. Christ IS the Center. 
 
Every conflict has its beginning in the heart of man. The heart of man is a cesspool of hell. 
Remember Jesus’ teachings: “Out of the heart comes all of the wickedness and evil.” (Mt. 15:18-
20). 
 
In Genesis 6 we hear the voice of God lamenting the state of His creatures saying: “My Spirit shall 
not abide in man forever…” (v3a) and then Moses adds: “The Lord saw that the wickedness  רעת 
of man was great in the earth, and that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil 
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 continually” (v5 emphasis added). The problem is the wickedness and evil that proceeds out of רע
the heart of man, just as Jesus said. 
 
Again, Moses states: “Now the earth was corrupt in God’s sight, and the earth was filled with 
violence”  (emphasis added v11). The word translated ‘violence’ חמס (Hebrew) is “Hamas.” This 
is the first time we hear this Word in Scripture. חמס means = “wicked, evil, wrongdoing, cruelty, 
damage, unrighteousness, violence.” This word appears 69 times in the Hebrew Scriptures in a 
noun or verb form. But it is not the only place. 
 
Moses uses a word that many of you heard many times on TV, but never thought of it. In this verse 
we see a very profound picture of lawlessness, wickedness, evil and downright violence. The 
whole earth is corrupt and full of violence. The word hamas is used at times by crying out to God 
to deliver us from the violence. Other times it is used when people repent of hamas their violence. 
 
In the Hebrew Scripture you will find Hamas in these books: 
Genesis 6:11, 13; 16:5 (important words) this sets the tone for the conflict 49:5. 
Exodus 23:1 
Leviticus 11:16 
Deuteronomy 19:16 
Joshua 15:40 
Judges 9:24 
2 Samuel 22:3, 49 
1 Chronicles 12:18 
Job 15:33; 16:17; 19:7; 21:27 
Psalms 7:17; 11:5; 18:49; 25:19; 27:12; 35:11; 55:10; 58:3; 72:14 (deliver from violence); 73:6; 
74:20; 140:2, 5, 12 
Proverbs 3:31; 4:17; 8:36; 10:6; 10:11; 13:2; 16:29; 26:6 
Isiah 53:9; 59:6; 60:18 
Jeremiah 6:7; 13:22; 20:8; 22:3; 51:35, 46 
Lamentation2:6 
Ezekiel 7:11, 23; 8:17; 12:19; 22:26; 28:16; 45:9 
Amos 3:10; 6:3 
Obadiah 1:10  
Jonah 3:8 Here we are told that they repented of the violence.  
Micah 6:12 
Habakkuk 1:2, 3, 9; 2:8, 17 
Zephaniah 3:4 
Malachi 2:16 
 
Where have you heard the term hamas before? Hamas has been in the news quite a bit recently. 
While the term Hamas, as used by the Palestinian Islamic terrorist organization, is an acronym for 
 ,Harakat al-Muqawama al-Islamiya (Islamic Resistance Movement) (Araic) حركة المقاومة الإسلامیة
so a one-to-one correlation to the Hebrew word perhaps cannot be drawn, it is still interesting to 
note how their tactics and policies are completely in-line with the Hebrew word hamas – violence! 
Like the Hebrew word, so the terrorist organization is not interested in peace, but evil, mayhem, 
murder  and violence. 
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III. THE CONFLICT BEGINS 
 
In Genesis 12 God gives Father Abram 7 promises. The number seven is the number used by God 
in the Scriptures to denote perfection. 
1. I will make you a great nation. 
2.  I will bless you. 
3.  I will make your name great. 
4. You will be a blessing. 
5. I will bless those who bless you. 
6. I will curse whoever curses you. 
7. All the people of the earth will be blessed by you. 
 
Remember these promises are given so that the Promise given to our first parents in the Garden 
will be fulfilled by the One Whom God will send to Redeem them and their offspring from the 
punishment of hell (Gen. 3:15). Also remember, God keeps His Word of promise by always 
keeping a remnant so that the גאל (Hebrew) “Redeemer” will ultimately destroy the Master of the 
wickedness, evil, and violence, Satan himself. 
 
Look with me at Genesis 16:1-6 

Now Sarai, Abram’s wife, had borne him no children. She had a female Egyptian servant 
whose name was Hagar. 2 And Sarai said to Abram, “Behold now, the LORD has 
prevented me from bearing children. Go in to my servant; it may be that I shall obtain 
children by her.” And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 3 So, after Abram had lived ten 
years in the land of Canaan, Sarai, Abram’s wife, took Hagar the Egyptian, her servant, 
and gave her to Abram her husband as a wife. 4 And he went in to Hagar, and she 
conceived. And when she saw that she had conceived, she looked with contempt on her 
mistress. 5 And Sarai said to Abram, “May the wrong done to me be on you! I gave my 
servant to your embrace, and when she saw that she had conceived, she looked on me with 
contempt. May the LORD judge between you and me!” 6 But Abram said to Sarai, “Behold, 
your servant is in your power; do to her as you please.” Then Sarai dealt harshly with her, 
and she fled from her. 

 
Neither Sarah nor Abraham were patient for God’s promise to come to fruition. In her fallen state 
- a sinner - Sarai is moved to give Abram (their names had not yet been changed) her maidservant 
Hagar to father a child with her. When you mess with God’s plan you are swimming in mud and 
bring about disaster. Despite our sinful impatience God uses everything for our good and for His 
glory. (Romans 8:28) 
 
Hagar the slave girl      Sarah the free wife. 
A son is born Ishmael “God heard.” (16:15-16)  A son is born Isaac “Laughter.”  
Hagar gets promises Gen. 16:7-12, check out 10, 12  Isaac get Promises Gen. 26:1-5 
Father of the Arabs/Ishmaelites    Father of the Jews 

Jacob likewise Gen. 28:13-17, 35:10-
12 

 
Ishmael has 12 sons.       Jacob; Isaac’s son has 12 sons. 
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Genesis 25:12-18; 1 Chronicles 1:29-33    Genesis 35:23-26 
 Name and meaning     Name and meaning 
1. Nebaioth  Prophecy    1. Rueben   Behold a son 
2. Kedar   dark-skinned     2. Simeon God hears  
3. Adbeel  Miracle of God   3. Levi  Joined 
4. Mibsam Sweet smelling    4. Judah  Let him praise God 
5. Mishma Hearing    5. Issachar Man of hire 
6. Dumah  Silence     6. Zebulun Dwelling 
7. Massa  Oracle     7. Joseph Will add/increase 
8. Hadad  Joy, raise your voice   8. Benjamin Son of my right hand 
9. Tema  Perfection    9. Dan  Judge 
10. Jetur  Order     10. Naphtali My wrestling 
11. Naphish Soul’s rest     11. Gad Good fortune 
12. Kedemah. Orient/East    12. Asher Happy 
 
The conflict between the son of the free woman by promise (Isaac) and the son of the slave woman 
(Ishmael) has been ongoing since the time of the Patriarchs until today. It will continue until the 
end of time when Christ returns, unless both sides repent and bow the knees before Him. 
 
As promised to Abraham, out of all of the peoples mentioned in the Bible, and living in this land, 
(Hittites, Jebusites, Canaanites, Amorites, Moabites, Babylonians, and others) all are gone except 
the two sons of Abraham: The son of the free Sarah (Jews), and the son of the slave Hagar (Arabs). 
God ALWAYS keeps His promises. 
 
And we see that this violence is not new. It has never stopped. We are able to see it more clearly 
now since we have the medium of television and cell phones. Muhamad the leader of the Muslim 
religion himself (fifth century A.D.) has carried out violent acts against Christians and Jews. There 
are many places in the Quran and Hadith (Holy Book for the Muslims and other commentaries that 
Muhamad had said respectively) that speaks about killing Jews and Christians. Their motto is: 
“Convert, Subjugate, or die.” (See the Qur’an Sura 2:191; 3:118; 4:76, 4:144; 9:5, 9:29; 47:4). 
 
Many of the Muslim leaders, seeking to motivate would-be suicide bombers, encourage them to 
commit murder of themselves and other atrocities in the name of Allah, and promise 72 Virgins in 
Paradise to those who kill and are killed in Jihad (a struggle or fight against the enemies of Islam) 
for Allah.  The “72 virgins” comes from the Hadith (Table conversation) #2687. The Qur’an does 
not specify the number but alludes to a reward of those who fight for Allah. See Sura 56:22; 78:33.  
 
It is important to note: Both the Jews and the Muslims fight for the land because they believe 
if they don’t possess the land their relationship with God is in danger. There is a true zealotry 
among them that has religious over and under tones. The fighting between them will not stop 
until one is extinct. Each believes God promised to them a land, a nation, and a Messiah (in 
the concocted manner they have concluded). Paradise is directly connected to their 
possession of that land. 
 
Remember that the Gaza Strip was returned in 2005 by Israel to the Palestinians in exchange for 
peace between the two people. 
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IV. THE BIRTH OF ISRAEL 
 
On May 14, 1948, after Jewish forces prevailed in the first phase of the Arab-Israeli war, Israel 
declared its independence. During the war towards independence the Israeli soldiers had carried 
out some ungodly and violent activities. In some villages they poisoned wells. In others they 
gathered all the men and shipped them out and they were never seen again. They displaced many 
more than 700, 000 Arab people from their homes, who then fled (like my maternal grandparents) 
to Lebanon, Syria, Jordan, Egypt, Kuwait, and other countries including the USA. Many are still 
living as refugees. 
 
A good book to read that speaks about these violent acts and the Nachba = displacements is “Blood 
Brothers” by Elias Chacour. Some call this period “ethnic cleansing.” Many Arab people have 
lived like prisoners in their own homes and land and experienced much oppression and 
persecution. 
 
As a Christian, I am stuck in the middle of this conflict. I personally know this persecution 
firsthand. I have been humiliated more times than I like to remember. Growing up in Israel, it was 
not uncommon for the police to stop me while walking and checking my credentials. I have been 
spat upon and called “Filthy Arab and dirty Christian.” After I migrated to the USA and would 
return home (in the 70’s) Israeli soldiers would come on the plane with their guns and call out all 
the Arab names and we would be asked to come out. They would take us to a separate place 
(individually) and asked me to strip down. How humiliating is that? When I would travel, they 
would make the check out a hell by emptying every item in my luggage, opening every bag and 
every bottle. At times check outs caused me to miss my flight even though we were plenty early. 
This all changed when I got married, had children, and started taking tours to the Holy Land. 
 
I do understand the need for heightened security, but it could have been done in a God-pleasing 
way. Unfortunately, it still goes on today for those who are traveling in/out from the West Bank. 
 
As a Christian I am stuck in the middle. I can’t take sides. If I take the side of the Jews, which I 
believe have a right to exist and live in peace in the land of Israel, then the Muslim Arabs will be 
against me. If I take the side of the Arabs, which I also believe have a right to live as human beings 
and without being imprisoned or harassed by the Jews, the Israelites will be against me. 
 
While certainly not all Palestinians or Arabs are violent people filled with hatred of Jews and 
Christians, I am sad to say the Muslims groups who are in charge - Hamas, Hizballah, etc - don’t 
want to live in peace. Their main goal is to wipe Israel out off the face of the earth. In the Muslim 
world, they call Israel “Al Shitan Al Sageer,” “Little Satan. The USA is called, “Al Shitan Al 
Kabeer,” “Big Satan.” 
 
V. THE CONCLICT CONTINUES 
 
While I do not want to minimize the violence Hamas and other organizations like them bring about, 
we must also remember that both sides are wrong by the way they have mistreated each other in 
the past and up until today. They both have carried out atrocities and violence against each other. 
They both follow the Old Law “An eye for eye and a tooth for a tooth.” (Ex. 21:24). Israel, 
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however, unlike Hamas and different terrorist groups, has never purposely targeted and attacked 
civilians. Their military operations are either to eliminate the threat or to retaliate after they have 
been attacked. 
 
I would rather live under the Jewish government rather than any Arab Muslim government. At 
least with my Jewish brothers I am able to live in civility and understanding. I would never live 
under a Muslim dictatorship because I would be living under the Islamic law as a third-class 
citizen. 
 
VI. CONCLUSION 
 
How do we solve this conflict? Only by the power of Jesus and His grace. We let the light of the 
Gospel shine. It is the Christians who have made this world a better place. It is the Christians who 
built orphanages, clinics, hospitals, and schools. They carried out the mandates of Christ:  
 
“And He [Jesus] answered, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and your neighbor as yourself.’ ” (Luke 
10:27).  
 
“A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another: just as I have loved you, you also 
are to love one another” (John 13:34). 
 
“You are the salt of the earth… You are the light of the world… In the same way, let your light 
shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven” (John 15:33).  
 
“But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven. For He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the just and on the unjust” (Emphases added. John 5:44-55). 
 
What is the Answer to this conflict? Repentance. By the Spirit of Christ, all sides need to be 
repentant of this violent behavior, as the Ninevites repented (Jonah 3:8), and bow the knee before 
the Prince of Peace Jesus, Who is the ONLY true God and Savior. Peace will NEVER happen 
unless they know Jesus the anointed One and heaven-sent Savior. No Christ. No Peace. Know 
Christ. Know Peace. 
 
When Christ rules the heart, PEACE rules the day. 
 
Jesus’ love is the ONLY answer to any conflict including the Middle East between the Arabs and 
Jews (children of Abraham), or for any ethnicity, race, or creed. 
 
He is the God of all people. 
 
“For the Lord your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome  
God, who is not partial and takes no bribe” (Deut. 10:17) 
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“All the nations you have made shall come and worship before you, O Lord, and shall glorify your 
name.” (Ps. 86:9) 
 
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not 
perish but have eternal life.” (Jn. 3:16) 
 
“So Peter opened his mouth and said: ‘Truly I understand that God shows no partiality’” (Acts 
10:34 
 
Matthew 1:1-17 with emphasis on 17. “So all the generations from Abraham to David were 
fourteen generations, and from David to the deportation to Babylon fourteen generations, and 
from the deportation to Babylon to the Christ fourteen generations.” 
 
Philippians 4:4-13 
 
Finally, Isaiah 40:1-2 
 
How do we move forward with hope and peace? The hope of the Baptized, Beloved, Beautiful, 
Blessed and Blood-Bought children of King Jesus, is not placed on the current events in the Middle 
East, but rather we are called by the Holy Spirit to fix our eyes on Jesus the Author and Perfecter 
of our Faith. Yeshua is our ONLY hope in this fallen world. Because He is the sin-bearer, we have 
hope and peace that lasts to eternity. 
 
FORGIVENESS through Messiah Jesus’ “Agape” love “חסד” (Hebrew) is the key to take down 
walls, build bridges, and turn hearts of hatred into living stones through the Stone of Salvation and 
the Eternal Rock! (Daniel 2) 
 
“Relationships DON’T thrive because the guilty are punished but because the innocent One 
is MERCIFUL!” 
 
Jesus Christ the INNOCENT One is MERCIFUL to us sinners! 
 
We the followers of Jesus can make a difference in the lives of these two peoples: the Jews and 
Arabs (Muslims) by letting them see us as God’s agents of mercy and compassion; and our lips 
send out words with verbs of love and nouns of mercy. 
 
“Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd 
of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do 
His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 
forever and ever. Amen.” (Hebrews 13:20-21) 
 
 

 † † † SHALOM † † † 
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Below are a few pictures that will show you the family Genealogy of Abraham all the way to Jesus. 
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